
 
Prehistoric communication 
 
TALKING and SIGNALING: The first humans must have communicated 
with sounds, hand gestures and facial expressions. Historians don’t know 
exactly how, or when, formal spoken language developed. Once language 
developed, what forms of communication were used? Storytelling was a 
popular way to pass history from one generation to the next. Drums or 
smoke signals could be used to send messages over long distances. But 
signaling wasn’t always practical. It could attact attention from enemies – 
and how could you be sure that the people in the next valley or mountain 
range would understand your symbols. 
 
CAVE PAINTING: The earliest form of written communication is cave 
painting, using paints made from the juice of plants, colored minerals, or 
animal blood. Paintings have been found in caves on every continent. 
Scholars aren’t sure why these paintings were made. The most popular 
theory is that they were used to tell other humans about which animals were 
safe to eat.  
 
 

This painting, right, is 
one of 600  found in a 
cave in Lascaux, France. 
The paintings are more 
than 10,000 years old.  

All animal species have ways to communicate, but 
humans are the only species capable of spoken and 
written language. Throughout history, humans have 
looked for ways to communicate with more people 
over longer distances. 
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WRITING IT DOWN 
 
WRITTEN LANGUAGE 
Writing is considered the greatest 
invention in human history. The 
first writing system we know of 
was developed in Western Asia, 
by the ancient Sumerians more than 
3000 years B.C.E. Over time, 
cultures in other parts of the 
world developed their own writing 
systems. The earliest examples of  written language are inscribed on 
clay tablets (right), carved in stone, or written on animal skins. 
 

BOOKS 
Paper was invented in China about 105 C.E. By 700, 
hand-written books, were being made on paper in many 
parts of the world. But it took a lot of time, because they 
were made one by one. 
 
THE PRINTING PRESS 
The invention of the printing press 
made it possible to mass-produce books. In just 50 
years, printers had already published nine million copies 
of books. 
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The printing press 
invented by Johann 
Gutenberg in 1448 
revolutionized mass 
communication. 



 
COMMUNICATION GOES ELECTRONIC 
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